Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 GUATEM 01681 2723 12Z 
61 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO L-03 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 

INR-07 NSAE-00 AID-05 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 

DODE-OO PRS-01 /053 W 

048304 

O 272235Z FEB 76 

FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 554 

UNCLAS GUATEMALA 1681 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, GT, US 

SUBJECT: EARTHQUAKE - LEGAL STATUS OF US MILITARY FORCES 
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1 . FOLLOWING IS LETTER SENT FROM AMBASSADOR TO ADOLFO MOLINA ORANTES, 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, ON FEB. 27, 1976. 

2. QUOTE: DEAR MR. MINISTER: AS YOU KNOW, A UNIT OF THE UNITED 
STATES ARMY HAS BEGUN TO ARRIVE IN GUATEMALA TO COOPERATE WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA IN EFFORTS TO REOPEN THE 
PRINCIPAL HIGHWAY BETWEEN GUATEMALA CITY AND PUERTO BARRIOS. 

IT IS MY HOPE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
GUATEMALA WILL CONCUR THAT THE ABOVE MENTIONED UNITED STATES 
ARMY PERSONNEL WILL BE CONSIDERED TO BE PRESENT IN GUATEMALA 
UNDER THE SAME TERMS AS THOSE SPECIFIED FOR UNITED STATES 
MILITARY MISSION PERSONNEL IN GUATEMALA IN OUR EXCHANGE OF 
NOTES OF APRIL 29, 1965, AND MAY 4, 1965. 

I WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE A REPLY FROM YOUR EXCELLENCY 
INDICATING WHETHER YOUR GOVERNMENT FINDS THIS TO BE AN ACCEPTABLE 
FORMULA COVERING THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED MILITARY 
PERSONNEL. 

ACCEPT, EXCELLENCY, THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST AND MOST 
DISTINGUISHED CONSIDERATION. UNQUOTE. 
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